It probably secreted a material of the nature of a ferment, which rapidly passed into the blood and stimulated the secretion of the skin glands, and in some way acted upon the heart. In myxcedema the thyroid gland was atrophied, and in sporadic cretinism it might be almost entirely absent. In exophthalmic goitre there was an exactly opposite condition,?an enormous increase in the secreting structure of the thyroid, and also of the colloid material in the spaces of the gland. In ordinary cystic goitre, however, associated with cretinism, there was an enormous increase in its substance. 
